154 APPENDIX. 

and was followed by a violent quick trembling in the trunk 
which went off gradually in a few feconds. It was feme 
minutes before he could recoiled his thoughts, fo as to 
know what was the matter ; for he did not fee the flafh, 
tho’ his eye was on the fpot of the prime conductor, from 
whence it (truck the back of his hand } nor did he hear 
the crack, though the by-ftanders faid it was a loud one • 
ndr did he particularly feel the ftroke on his hand, tho’ 
he afterwards found it had raifed a fwelling there, of the 
bignefs of half a fwan-fhot, or piftol-hullet. His arms 
and the back of his neck felt fomewhat numbed the re- 
mainder of the evening, and his bread; was fore for a week 
after, as if it had been bruifed. From this experiment 
may be feen the danger, even under the greateft caution, to 
the operator, when making thefe experiments with large 
jars } for it is not to be doubted, but feveral of thefe fully 
charged would as certainly, by increafing them, in propor- 
tion to the fize, kill a man, as they before did a turkey. 

N. B. The original of this letter, which was read at the 
JR.oyal Society, has been miflaid. 



